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Ontario Launches COVID-19 School and 
Licensed Child Care-specific Web Page 
ontario.ca/page/covid-19-cases-schools-and-child-care-centres 

The Hon. Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education, and the Hon. Peter 
Bethlenfalvy, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible 
for the Ontario Digital Service, issued the following statement on 
making COVID-19 school-specific data publicly available online:

“We know that this September comes with a new set of challenges, 
as many children return to school. We have pulled out all the stops 
for Ontario’s students. It is why we have ensured that schools can 
reopen safely, with a $1.3 billion plan that is endorsed by Ontario’s 
Chief Medical Officer of Health, Dr. David Williams.

The government is launching a webpage to report COVID-19 cases 
in schools and child care centres. This page will be updated every 
weekday with the most up-to-date COVID-19 information available, 
including a summary of cases in schools and licensed child care 
centres and agencies, if a COVID-19 case is confirmed at your school 
and where the numbers come from. Parents deserve to know what 
we know.
1. Summary of cases in schools
2. Schools with active COVID-19 cases
3. Summary of cases in licensed child care settings
4. Licensed child care centres and agencies with active cases
5. Where the numbers come from
6. If a COVID-19 case is confirmed at your school

As Ontario students return to school, we are developing new and 
innovative ways to combat COVID-19 in the classroom, including 
this webpage, which is just one way the Ontario government is 
leveraging technology to protect the health and safety of the next 
generation. By making it easier for students, parents, and teachers to 
access important information about COVID-19 in their communities, 
we continue to deliver on our commitment of building simpler, faster, 
better services for the people of Ontario.”

Explore the Lights of the Night at Blue Mountain’s 
Newest Experience, AGORA: Path of Light

A new interactive mountaintop journey of discovery opens 
September 19 to October 25 at Blue Mountain. The view from 
the top of Blue Mountain on a clear day is spectacular. The vistas 
under the stars is a whole different kind of beautiful. And that is 
just one highlight of Blue Mountain’s new night forest experience, 
AGORA: Path of Light. The adventure begins with a rare moonlit 
gondola ride up the mountain, watching the lights of Collingwood 
reflect off Southern Georgian Bay. From there, participants begin 
the 3 kilometre trail walk along the escarpment and through the 
spectacular and interactive light installations of AGORA. These 
interactive light experiences, along with the voice of the forest, begin 
a conversation between each participant and Nature to help tell the 
story of the land in the language of light. It’s an introspective journey 
where guests might just find the story being told is their own. 

For more information about AGORA and how to purchase tickets, 
details can be found at www.AgoraPathofLight.ca.

BVO Temporarily Limiting Donations to its 
Treasure Shop

Beaver Valley Outreach (BVO) is grateful for the community’s 
donations of items to its Treasure Shop but, due to COVID-19, must 
limit its donation acceptance plan at this time.   

“As we continue to sort through donations, and to keep the 
Treasure Shop open, we are facing a number of challenges,” says BVO 
Executive Director Carolyn Letourneau. “To name a few:
• We are struggling with maintaining consistent Volunteers to 

cover the required COVID positions in the store
• We have very limited options to divert the donated textiles/goods 

that can’t be sold in our store
• COVID restrictions allow only 10 people in the store at one time, 

therefore merchandise is not moving as quickly...
“Our plan at this time is that we ask people to call our Treasure Shop 

Coordinator, Jenn Mills to set up an appointment, at which time she 
will let them know what items we are able to accept. Please call 519-
599-2577 and press 1 to leave your message. We will be accepting 
limited donations based on our capacity and availability.”

In an effort to keep its shelves and racks refreshed, BVO may send 
out requests for goods that are in low supply - through its website 
(www.bvo.ca), Facebook page, and on its Treasure Shop Voicemail 
message. “We ask for your help by donating items in good saleable 
condition, by appointment only,” says Carolyn. “Thank you again 
for your patience as we endeavor to work together during these 
challenging times.” 

For information, contact Carolyn Letourneau, Executive Director at 
519-599-2577 or executivedir@bvo.ca
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Grey Transit Route 
set to launch 
September 14

The Grey Transportation Route 
(GTR) will begin operating their 
new transit service starting on 
September 14. Grey County has received $1,850,000 under the 
Ontario Community Transportation Program. Funding will support 
the following local and intercommunity transportation projects.

The service will be free from September 14 to October 31.
Schedule details will be posted at  grey.ca/gtr 
Route 1 & 2 Highway 10 Owen Sound to Orangeville
Route 3 & 4 Highway 26 Owen Sound to The Blue Mountains
Route 5 Highway 6 Owen Sound to Wiarton
Route 6 Grey Road 4 Flesherton to Walkerton
Grey County has contracted local transportation company 

Driverseat Owen Sound to provide 10 passenger vehicles for the 
GTR service. Driverseat staff have been operating safely throughout 
the pandemic with safety and sanitizing procedures in place for 
the protection of staff and customers. For customer convenience, 
Driverseat vehicles will be equipped to handle electronic fare 
payment. All rides must be booked in advance to ensure capacity 
and safety.

SCHEDULE FOR ROUTES BELOW COMING SOON
Route 3  Westbound - Meaford to Owen Sound
Route 4  Eastbound - Meaford to Blue Mountains 
Route 4  Westbound - Blue Mountains to Meaford
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Blue Mountains Public Library Update
L.E. Shore Library hours of operation have been temporarily adjusted, 
visit our website for updates.

Mon. CLOSED
Tue.  11:00am - 6:00pm
Wed. 12:00pm - 5:00pm
Thu. 11:00am - 6:00pm
Fri.  12:00pm - 5:00pm
Sat.  10:00am - 2:00pm
Sun. CLOSED

To support physical distancing, programs are continuing online, with 
few happening outside. Kids Club is replacing After School Kids’ Club, 
register now to sign-up for weekly activity packs.

Facebook @thebluemountainslibrary
Instagram @bmplibrary
CHD Facebook @CraigleithDepot
YouTube: The Blue Mountains Public Library

September Programs 2020
Photography in Motion

Saturday, September 26 11:00am-12:00pm BMPL Zoom
Learn about life in motion with presenter David Chapman. 
Experience opportunities to see how everyday things develop and 
finish. 

Seniors Exercise
Mondays 10:00am BMPL Facebook & YouTube

Kids Club
Tuesdays 4:30pm BMPL YouTube
Session 1 runs from Sept. 15th to Dec. 14th. Registration now open!

Wired Wednesday
Wednesdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook & YouTube
Join Ashley on our Facebook page for virtual tech help. 
September 16 - Android or Apple: What’s the Difference?
September 23 - World Book Online
September 30 - COVID App

Bedtime Story Time
Wednesdays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook & YouTube

Digital Book Club
Thursdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook

Craigleith Heritage Depot is Open!
We’re Back! The Craigleith Heritage Depot is open for Library Pick-

Up Services. Hours of Operation: Tues, Thurs & Sun 12-4pm. No public 
washroom, but free wifi outside!

BVO Smile Cookie 
Campaign - Sept 14-20

Beaver Vally Outreach (BVO) is thrilled 
that Tim Hortons Thornbury has chosen 
BVO as its charity of choice for this 
year’s Smile Cookie Campaign. 100% 
of all Smile Cookie sales will be going 
to support BVO programs and services. 
Buy a Smile Cookie at Tim Hortons or bulk order your cookies from 
Sept. 14 - 20. 

A Pre-order Form for bulk orders is posted at www.bvo.ca. 
Thank you!

The Beaver Valley Agricultural Society had 
planned to celebrate  150 years of  hosting the annual 
Fall Fair in 2020, and it has been postponed.

Community residents are invited to share 
memorabilia from past fairs, which will be included in 
an online exhibit. To be included, share your pictures, 

stories, writings, videos and more.
Also check back with library.biblioboard.com for the Beaver Valley 

Fall Fair online exhibit, which will grow with new submissions on an 
ongoing basis.  

https://submit.librariesshare.com/beavervalleyfallfair/
For more local history visit the Craigleith Heritage Depot at: 
113 Lakeshore Road East.
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Saturday Sept 26, 2020
9am-3pm

Georgian Peaks Ski Club, West Lodge
Thornbury • Pricing: from $2-$20

ATTENTION SHOPPERS

 GENTLY USED AND NEARLY NEW 
WOMEN’S DESIGNER CLOTHING SALE 

Events for Life Centre Inc.
www.eventsfor.life

Supporting Individuals With Special Needs 
At Our Local Events For Life Centre 

The current Grey-Bruce Health Unit protocols for COVID will be followed 

Medical Officer of Health 
Renews Order – 
Face Coverings in Indoor Public 
Places in Grey Bruce

The Grey Bruce Health Unit Medical Officer 
of Health, Dr. Ian Arra, is renewing the Order 
issued July 17, 2020, ordering all Commercial 
Establishments in Grey Bruce, to the fullest 
extent possible that they, for all the following:
• ensure effective measures are in place to maintain physical 

distancing of 2 metres amongst all employees and clients;
• ensure the availability of alcohol-based hand rub at all entrances 

and exits; and,
• make the best effort (verbal) to restrict persons from entering the 

premises or remaining within the premises if not wearing a face 
covering. Turning away or refusing a customer is not required 
under this Order.
This Order comes into effect on Friday, 11th day of September, 

2020, at 12:01 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time and shall remain in effect 
for 4 weeks (being 28 calendar days) from that time. This Order may 
be rescinded, amended or extended by further Order.

This Order is made pursuant to Section. 22 of the Health Protection 
and Promotion Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. H. 7 as amended.

“The preventative measures, as identified in the renewed Order, 
reduce the risk of cases and outbreaks of COVID-19 in Grey and Bruce 
Counties.” says Dr. Ian Arra, Grey Bruce Medical Office of Health. “The 
community continues to embrace the use of face coverings as a part 
of their personal routine along with physical distancing and other 
public health recommendations. There is a great need to continue to 
do everything possible to prevent the spread of COVID-19.” 

If you have any questions, please call the Help Line At: 
519-376-9420 ext 3000

Please note: the COVID-19 section of the 
Grey Bruce Public Health website has been 
recently updated to include a page focused 
on school reopening. This page includes 
information for both parents and school staff. 
Please see the link  below
www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/
COVID-19/School-Reopening-2020

For information from your local school board visit:
Bluewater District School Board https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/Parents/
Return_to_School
Bruce Grey Catholic School Board https://www.bgcdsb.org/

OPHA COVID-19 Key Developments 
August 31 – September 4 Provincial Developments:
School Reopenings:

In response to criticisms about the safety of school reopening plans, 
Premier Ford emphasized, “we have done absolutely everything... 
every idea possible, we’re putting into the classrooms. If you compare 
the report card with all the other provinces, it’s night and day.”

The Premier also noted that, “PSWs walked into long-term care 
homes like firefighters walking into the burning buildings, and they 
[didn’t] say a word...the teachers unions just want to fight, ...with 
everyone,” he added, distinguishing between the unions and the 
actual teachers, who he praised and said will “do a great job.”

Dr. Yaffe encouraged parents to go over various public health 
measures with their kids to prepare them for returning to in-class 
learning (e.g. pre-screening before school, staggered lunches and 
hand hygiene).

Asked about the possible risks of large class sizes, Dr. Yaffe said, 
“Physical distancing is an important measure, but it’s not the only 
measure,” adding masks, handwashing, staying home if sick and 
cohorting can all make a difference when it comes to minimizing the 
risk of infection.

Premier Ford said he would act quickly to shut down schools that 
experience an outbreak of COVID-19. “If it really starts taking off, I will 
not hesitate for a second to close schools down.”

 
Calls for Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health’s Resignation: 

When asked by the media about the CEO of the Registered Nurses 
Association of Ontario’s call for the CMOH’s resignation, Premier Ford 
emphasized that “I have all the confidence in the world in [him] ... and 
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in federally regulated workplaces.
Agricultural Youth Council: 25 members were selected from 

over 800 applicants to share their perspectives on ways to achieve a 
sustainable national agriculture and agri-food sector.

Anti-Carbon Stickers Unconstitutional: The Ontario Superior 
Court has struck down Premier Ford’s mandatory anti-carbon tax 
stickers. Gas stations are free to keep or remove the stickers from 
their gas pumps.

Training Programs: $37M to help more than 15,000 people 
train in high-demand skills (e.g. information technology, advanced 
manufacturing, truck driving, construction, horticulture).

Trends and Cases in First Nations on Reserve, Ontario 
and Canada:
COVID-19 Update for Indigenous Peoples and communities: 

As of September 3, Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) is aware of 
these confirmed cases of COVID-19 for First Nations on reserve:

459 confirmed positive cases of COVID-19
38 hospitalizations
417 recovered cases
17 confirmed positive cases in Nunavik, Quebec, and all have 

recovered.

Trends in Ontario Cases:
Ontario reported an additional 148 new cases on Friday; Of those, 

72 are in Peel Region, 41 are in Toronto and 13 are in Ottawa.
Premier Ford said he’s concerned about virus spread in the Peel 

Region, primarily in Brampton stressing that “something is broken 
when you have three per cent of the population with 40 percent of 
the cases.”

Dr. Williams said he’s concerned by Ontario’s COVID-19 trends 
and indicated some of the recent outbreaks are tied to clusters of 
infections at workplaces and gatherings of large groups against 
public health advice.  He noted that “we were well under 100 for a 
week or so and then we bumped up higher...I’m hearing from health 
units...they’re dealing with clusters around social events.”

Summary of Cases in Ontario:  
(August 27- September 3)
Total number of cases: 42,834; an increase of 899 cases since last 
Thursday
Resolved: 38,741 (90.4%); 718 new cases resolved
Deaths: sadly, 2,811 people have died; an increase of 2
Hospitalized: 66 people were hospitalized; 13 were in intensive 
care and of those, 8 were on a ventilator
Long-term care homes (according to iPHIS): 17 active outbreaks; 
10 confirmed cases in residents; 32 confirmed cases in staff; 1,848 
deaths among residents and 8 among staff.
Lab testing: 3,068,781 completed; 28,591 tests reported Friday; 
25,945 under investigation

Cases in Canada: 
(August 26 - as of 7pm September 3rd)
Total number of cases: 130,493; an increase of 3,645 since last 
Wednesday.
Resolved: 115,444 (88.5%); an increase of 2,619
Deaths: 9,141 (7.%); an increase of 39
People tested per million: 150,008
Percent Positivity: 2.2%

Dr. Ian Arra,  MD MSc FRCPC ACPM ABPM
Medical Officer of Health and Chief Executive Officer
Grey Bruce Health Unit
101 17th Street East
Owen Sound ON  N4K 0A5
Phone:  (519)376-9420,  Ext. 1241  Fax: (519)376-0605
I.Arra@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca
www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

take personal offense.” Premier Ford noted that, “this man doesn’t 
sleep. He is out there protecting the people and the numbers speak 
for themselves ...Dr. Williams is an absolute champion... I’ll stand 
beside Dr. Williams any day, any pandemic.”

In response to questions about Ontario’s Coroner, Dr. Huyer, and 
whether he would be considered for the role of CMOH, the Premier 
Ford did not respond.

Changes to Long-Term Care Visitor Rules:
The province released this week an updated visitor policy for long 

term care that included requirements such as residents being able 
to designate two caregivers who can visit without time limits; if the 
home is in outbreak, or the resident is symptomatic care givers can 
only visit one at a time and need to follow the direction from the local 
public health unit.

For general visitors, the scheduling of visits will be up to individual 
homes’ discretion, as long as residents are assured at least one visit 
per week.

Federal Developments:
Changes to Federal Emergency Business Loan Programs:

The Canada Emergency Business Account is extended to October 
31, 2020, with plans to expand eligibility for some business owners 
and the Business Credit Availability Program is extended to June 
2021;

The Commercial Rent Assistance Program has expired and will not 
be extended into September. Finance Minister Freeland called on 
landlords to “step up” to support small businesses with rent relief.

COVID-19 Vaccines:
The Government of Canada signed two new agreements with 

American companies to obtain 38 million and 76 million doses of 
vaccines from Johnson & Johnson and Novavax respectively.

The Government of Canada is investing $126M to establish a 
new biomanufacturing facility at the Human Health Therapeutics 
Research Centre in Montréal. 

When asked by the media about whether a COVID-19 vaccine would 
be mandatory, Health Minister Hajdu said “We believe that people 
have a choice in Canada...but...we have an important responsibility 
as Canadians to take vaccinations to protect our communities.”

 
Other Announcements this Week: 

Seniors Dental Care: $25M in one-time funding is being provided 
for new dental clinics in underserviced areas, including eight new 
mobile dental buses and an increased number of dental suites.

Child Care Funding: $147M to help licensed child care providers 
and EarlyON child and family centres in 2020-21.

Masks: $2M to make lighter, breathable, and more comfortable 
face masks in Bracebridge Ontario.

Actions to Restore the Great Lakes: $7.47M is supporting 
projects that address environmental challenges (e.g. increased 
pollutants, excess nutrients and invasive species) and another $5.8M 
for 65 projects that improve the health of the Great Lakes.

Residential Schools: The national historic significance of the 
Residential School System and former Portage La Prairie Indian 
Residential School in Manitoba and former Shubenacadie Indian 
Residential School in Nova Scotia are now designated as national 
historic sites.

Accessibility Standards Canada launched public consultations: 
Canadians are invited to share their views on priorities for research 
and accessibility standards by September 25, 2020. 

The Government of Canada launches Call for Applications 
through: Communities at Risk: Security Infrastructure Program: 
$4M will help cultural and religious organizations better protect 
themselves against hate-motivated crimes. 

Labour standard protections for interns and student interns: 
These changes strengthen protections and regulations for internships 
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Printing, Signage, Banners, Flyers, Brochures, 
Postcards, Posters, Labels, Book Binding, 
Laminating, Fax, Copies, Wide Format, Scans 

519-599-3344

22 Louisa St.E., Thornbury

www.riversidepress.ca

www.visitblue.ca

NEW LOCATION

Summer Hours 
Mon. - Fri. 10am -5pm

Leisure Activities Plan Survey closes Oct. 2nd
What does the future of recreation in The Blue Mountains look like? 
Share your thoughts by taking the Leisure Activities Plan survey at  
https://bit.ly/3gqYIt5  or
www.thebluemountains.ca/leisure-activities-plan.cfm
20 Questions on the survey dealing with:
Who you are! and your thoughts on:
- your favourite type of recreation; 
- quality of recreation facilities presently in the town
- quality of athletic fields and courts
- quality of the multi-use trails
- quality of the recreational programs
- supporting a regional community hub
- most important criteria for a location of this facility
- what role should the Town take in the future
- accessibility concerns   

COPIES AT THE REVIEW OFFICE, 22 LOUISA ST. E. THORNBURY, $40

Remote Learning Begins 
Wednesday, September 16

Bluewater District School Board will be offering remote learning 
throughout the 2020-2021 school year for families that have opted 
for this mode of learning.  The remote schools, both elementary and 
secondary, will provide remote learning in both a synchronous and 
asynchronous manner. Resources, information, and instructions will 
be posted on their website on an ongoing basis as they move forward 
with the plan for remote learning.  If your child requires assistance 
with technology and/or internet access, then please contact your 
child’s teacher. 

To help align their planning with the two terms of the school year, 
elementary students who wish to opt out of remote learning in 
favour of returning to in-person learning at school will now have two 
deadlines to do so:

First term students need to choose either their home school or the 
remote learning school by 9:00 a.m., September 22, 2020.  Students 
will transition after Thanksgiving weekend.   

 Requests to transition for Term 2 must be submitted to their school 
administration by 9:00 a.m., January 8, 2021.  Students will transition 
on February 3, 2021.  

Families who make the decision to opt their children out of remote 
learning are asked to please contact Krista Fullerton at 519-363-
2014, ext. 2021 or krista_fullerton@bwdsb.on.ca at any time prior to 
the above dates.  Elementary students who have not opted out by 
these dates will be expected to remain in their remote school for the 
duration of the term.   

Secondary students who wish to opt out of remote learning will 
still be able to do so at the end of each quadmester.

www.bwdsb.on.ca/Parents/Program_and_Instruction

ART STUDIO 
CLASSES 

WITH JUDY SHIELD 
CALL FOR INFO
519-599-3817

Virtual Town Hall 
Meetings
Any member of the public 
wishing to speak at a Virtual Town 
Hall Meeting are encouraged 
to pre-register early, and no 
later than one business day in 
advance of the Meeting. Contact 
the Town Clerk to  pre-register 
519-599-3131  232
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CALL FOR EVALUATION TEAM 
MEMBER FOR BUILDER 

PROCUREMENT 
The Blue Mountains Attainable 

Housing Corporation (BMAHC) is 
seeking applications in the form 
of a letter of interest and resume, 
from residents of the town of The 
Blue Mountains for appointment 
to the Builder Procurement 
Evaluation Team with BMAHC.

The Evaluation Team is being 
established to review and 
evaluate submissions for design 
and building of attainable 
housing on the Gateway site 
at 171 King St E in Thornbury. 
This role will be responsible to 
work together as part of the 
Evaluation Team reviewing and 
assessing submissions received 
in response to the design builder 
procurement and evaluating 
those submissions in accordance 
with the identified scoring 
methodology. The Evaluation 
Team will be comprised of 
representatives from the Board 
and staff from BMAHC and Town. 
The Board is currently seeking 1 
member of the public who is a 
resident in the town of The Blue 
Mountains.

In their letter of interest 
and resume, applicants 
are encouraged to include 
background information and any 
special qualifications or interest 
related to attainable housing. 
BMAHC is seeking candidates 
preferably with experience in 
business management, finance, 
real estate development, or 
communications however, 
all interested individuals are 
encouraged to apply. Successful 
applicants should be prepared to 
participate in day-time meetings 
and commit enough time to read 
and review materials in advance 
of  Team meetings.

All Applications should be 
submitted no later than Friday, 
September 18, at 1:00 pm to:
The Blue Mountains Attainable 
Housing Corporation
Attention: Executive Director
32 Mill Street, Box 310
Thornbury, N0H 2P0
EA@thebluemountains.ca

Town’s Request to the 
Minister of Transportation

RE: AMO Delegation; Regional 
Integrated Transportation 
Strategy

On behalf of the Town of 
The Blue Mountains, I would 
like to formally thank you for 
your attention and interest 
in discussing the importance 
of a Regional Integrated 
Transportation Strategy for 
the South Georgian Bay region  
during the Association of 
Municipalities Ontario (AMO) 
2020 Conference. I would also 
like to thank you and your 
Parliamentary Assistant for your 
commitment and interest in 
visiting The Blue Mountains to 
witness our transportation issues 
first-hand. We look forward to 
arranging a visit to the Town at 
your earliest convenience.

Your ongoing efforts as 
Minister of Transportation have 
been crucial in supporting The 
Town’s efforts to ensuring safe, 
efficient, and well-planned 
regional transportation for 
residents, commuters and 
tourists in the region.

I particularly want to thank 
you for temporarily reducing 
the speed limit on the Highway 
26 corridor. As we discussed, 
Highway 26 regularly sees 
significant volumes of traffic, and 
we anticipate that the situation 
will only see additional volumes 
of traffic as interprovincial travel 
continues to be popular and 
as families choose to convert 
vacation properties into their 
primary residence. The Town is 
now witnessing regular traffic 
in downtown Thornbury, as well 
as at key tourism attractions, 
including our many public 
beaches along the Highway 26 
corridor, the Blue Mountains 
Resort area and Craigleith 

Provincial Park.
To ensure that our roads 

can sustain the increased 
demands from residents and 
tourists, a Regional Integrated 
Transportation Strategy 
is required that includes 
collaboration between the 
Province, Simcoe County, 
Grey County and all lower-tier 
municipalities. Working together, 
we can more efficiently review 
and coordinate transportation 
solutions for the South 
Georgian Bay Area and identify 
opportunities and cost-effective 
solutions. 

The Town would like to 
request that the Ministry actively 
contributes and participates in 
the development of a Regional 
Integrated Transportation 
Strategy for the Town of The 
Blue Mountains and the South 
Georgian Bay Region. We 
look forward to a continued 
partnership and will be sending 
an additional letter to your 
Ministry outlining the general 
scope of the Highway 26 speed 
reduction assessment we would 
like to participate with you in 
completing.

Yours Truly, Mayor Alar Soever
Town of The Blue Mountains
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Southern Georgian 
Bay continues its 
dramatic recovery, 
setting new home 
sales records in July  

Residential sales recorded 
through the MLS® system for the 
Southern Georgian Bay region 
totaled 594 units in July 2020. 
This was a significant increase of 
57.6% from July 2019. This was a 
new sales record for the month 
of July and was the highest level 
for any month in history.

On a year-to-date basis, home 
sales totalled 2,094 units over 
the first seven months of the 
year. This was up 8.6% from the 
same period in 2019.

The Southern Georgian Bay 
region comprises two distinctive 
markets.

Home sales in the Western 
Region, which includes Wasaga 
Beach, Clearview Township, 
Collingwood, The Blue 
Mountains, the Municipality of 
Meaford, and Grey Highlands, 
numbered 369 units in July 2020. 
This was a significant increase of 
70.8% from July 2019. This was a 
new sales record for the month 
of July and was the highest level 
for any month in history.

On a year-to-date basis, home 
sales in the Western Region 
numbered 1,219 units over the 
first seven months of the year. 
This was up 6.9% from the same 
period in 2019.

Meanwhile, home sales 
in the Eastern Region, 

encompassing the Towns of 
Midland and Penetanguishene, 
the Townships of Tay and Tiny, 
Severn, and Georgian Bay 
Townships, numbered 225 units 
in July 2020. This was a large 
increase of 39.8% from July 2019.

On a year-to-date basis, home 
sales in the Eastern Region 
numbered 875 units over the 
first seven months of the year. 
This was an increase of 11% from 
the same period in 2019.

“Sales activity increased 
dramatically across the Southern 
Georgian Bay region in July.” 
said Mike Scholte, President 
of the Southern Georgian Bay 
Association of REALTORS®. “This 
past month had the highest 
number of home sales since June 
2016, setting a new single month 
record. New listings increased 
slightly year over year, posting 
the largest number added in the 
month of July in more than five 
years.”

There were 655 new residential 
listings in July 2020. This was up 
8.3% on a year-over-year basis.

Active residential listings 
numbered 910 units at the end 
of July. This was a large decline of 
37.2% from the end of July 2019.

Months of inventory numbered 
1.5 at the end of July 2020, down 
from the 3.8 months recorded at 
the end of July 2019 but below 
the long-run average of 6.1 
months for this time of year. The 
number of months of inventory 
is the number of months it would 
take to sell current inventories at 
the current rate of sales activity.

The dollar value of all 

residential transactions in July 
2020 was $384.6 million, more 
than double the levels from a 
year earlier, rising 101.3% from 
this time in 2019. This was a new 
record for the month of July and 
was also the largest dollar value 
of homes sold for any month in 
history.

Sales of all property types 
numbered 659 units in July 2020; 
climbing 61.5% from July 2019. 
The total value of all properties 
sold was $414.9 million, more 
than double the levels from a 
year earlier, up 102.9% from July 
2019.

Consult your Local REALTOR® 
for market conditions and 
home value information specific 
to your neighbourhood. Our 
REALTORS® live, work and play in 
Southern Georgian Bay and have 
the local knowledge you simply 
need to know! Encompassing 
several communities along the 
shores of southern Georgian Bay, 

approximately 1½ to 2 hours 
from Greater Toronto, the area 
is one of Canada’s premier four-
season recreational playgrounds.

The Southern Georgian Bay 
Association of REALTORS® 
represents more than 600 
REALTORS® registered with 
its member offices. The 
geographical area served by the 
Association includes the Towns of 
Midland and Penetanguishene, 
the Townships of Tay and 
Tiny and parts of Severn and 
Georgian Bay Townships; 
Wasaga Beach, Clearview 
Township, Collingwood, The 
Blue Mountains and portions of 
the Municipality of Meaford and 
Grey Highlands.

Provided by:
Mike Scholte, President
Southern Georgian Bay 
Association of REALTORS®
mike.scholte@century21.ca


